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20 July 2000 

Box Non-Fee Amendment 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir 

REPLY TO RES TRICTION REQUIRMENT 

The Office action dated 20 June 2000 (hereinafter Office action) asserted a 
restriction requirement between: 

Group I, claims 13-28, drawn to an article; and 

Group II, claims 29-32, drawn to a method of making a press block. 

The Office action has also asserted an election of species should Applicant restrict 
the application to Group I. The election of species is between: 

Species A shown in Figures 7 and 8; 

Species B ( shown in Figures 9 and 10; and 

Species C, shown in Figure 11. 
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Restriction Requirement 

Appiican.t.versesfte^n^^en, Spectfcaily. Applicant belfcves the 
restnct,on requirement was improper and muiSt ^ 

Restriction between an apparahJ3 ^ , ^ ^ ^ 

P^r when^l, the process. as „ „ 0 , „ ^ ^ rf ^ ^ 

*" PTOeeSS ' ~ - be used to make Oner and different 

| Product* or (2) the product as ciaimed, can be made bv 8nother and 
| different process. Neither of these apply in this instance. 

As an exampie, process ciaim 29 recites ai, of the features of the apparatus ciaim 
13. Cairn „ rectes "a general* pianar base" having "a thickness" substantia,* iess 

each openi,* associated with a respect one of ,h, terminais. Calm 29 describes 
the steps of forming "a genera,* pianar base" having -a thickness' substerrfiai* tess 

restnction requirement is improper and must be withdrawn. W 

in order to comp* w«h 37 C.F.R. , Appllcant p(Dvfe)onal|y ^ 
apparatus claims. Again, this provisional restriction is with traverse. 

Election of Species 
if ft- Examiner continues to assert the restriction requirement, Applicant aiso 
verses the eiection o, species. Specif, Appilcan. belfeves tha, the appiication 
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has two, not three, species. Applicant asks that the Examiner modify the election of 
species to two species. 

Figures 7-1 Ob all display the first species, press block 35. Although Figures 9 may 
display an additional component, the figure still displays the same press block 35. 
Therefore, all of these figures only display one species. 

Figure 11 displays the second species, press block 50. 

In order to comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1.143, Applicant provisionall y elects species E L 
Figure 9. Cla ims 13-24 read on this species, which are also generic to species A. 
Again, this provisional election of species is with traverse. 



In light of the foregoing, Applicants submit that the claims are now in condition for 
allowance. Applicants request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
restriction requirement and the ejection of species requirement. Applicant solicits the 
allowance of claims 1 3-32 at an early date. . 



Attorney Docket No. 6185 
FCI USA, Inc. 

Intellectual Property Law Department 
825 Old Trail Road 
Etters, PA 17319 
Telephone (717) 938-7839 



Conclusion 




Brian J. Hamilla 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 38,482 
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A:\618S restriction requirement 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
beina transmitted to me U.S. Patent & Trademark 
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